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Bel mont Dal I")/ SMART GROWTH PRINCIPLES

BELMONT DAIRY
PORTLAND’ OREGON #1 Includes Mixed

Land Uses

The Belmont Dairy is a mixed-use, urban infill project in the .

Portland, Oregon, neighborhood of Sunnyside. Located ap- #2  Exhibits Compact
proximately 1.5 miles southeast of downtown, Belmont Dairy Building Design
has expanded housing and retail choices for Sunnyside resi- #3  Provides Range
dents, spurred reinvestment, and created a vibrant anchor of Housing Types

for a changing neighborhood.
#4 Promotes Walkable

After 70 years as a functioning dairy, the 2.5 acre site was Neighborhoods
burdened by environmental contamination and abandoned L L

in the early 1990s. Where many people saw a wasteland, #5  Exhibits a Distinct
the developer, community residents, and public officials saw Sense of Place

a vibrant community center. The reason for such optimism #6 Preserves Open Space
was obvious despite neglect: the site was near downtown, . -

close to public transportation, and in an established busi- #7  Utilizes Existing

ness district. Development

Completed in 1996, Phase 1 of the Belmont Dairy project con- #8 Provides Transportation
verted the dairy facility into 19 market-rate, loft-style apart- Choices

ments and 26,000 square feet of ground-level retail, includ- #9 Practices Fair

ing a specialty grocer, restaurants, and shops. Also as part Decision-making

of Phase 1, the developer constructed a new apartment build-

ing, with 66 units of affordable housing. The net density of #10 Promotes Stakeholder
Phase 1 is 70 units per acre. Participation

In Phase 2, completed in 1999, 30 rowhouses were built next
to the dairy building. The net density of Phase 2 is 33 units per acre, double that of the typical rowhouse
density in Portland.

A central, private courtyard bisects the project, allowing four rows of homes to be sited in a 200-foot
block dimension and providing each unit with a small, private, garden area. The garages are accessed
from the rear so that the view from the street is of front porches, balconies, and bay windows, not a
wall of garage doors. A community courtyard that adjoins the apartments and loft structures forms the
lid of an underground parking structure.

Desigh emphasizes the site’s historic connection to the neighborhood and creates a pedestrian-friendly
streetscape. The brick walls of the dairy were saved and the scale of the anchor building maintained,
and the name and logo of the project remind the community of the project’s roots. The rowhouses’
architectural style is consistent with the wood-frame, cedar-shingled homes that dominate the blocks
adjacent to the project.

"This project is about the preservation of a building, a community and a vital urban neighbor-
hood. Creating a mix of new retail and residential space contributes to the value and livability
of the entire community.”

— Thomas Badrick, president, Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
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Additional Smart Growth Initiatives can be found at www.smartgrowth.org.
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