SMART GROWTH IN ACTION
High Point Redevelopment

Engaged Community, Healthy Environment

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

The Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) worked closely with
munity members to rebuild a formerly crime-ridden and
lapidated 120-acre hilltop neighborhood into a mixed-
use, mixed-income, and environmentally sensitive com-
munity.

Using green building principles, High Point’s more than SMART GROWTH PRINCIPLES
1,700 new units are expected to consume less water,

electricity, and natural gas than the old community’s HIGH POINT REDEVELOPMENT

716 units. The 600 rental housing units built by SHA are #1 Includes Mixed

all certified at the highest standards established by Built Land Uses *
Green™, a building program that certifies environmen- #2 Exhibits Compact
tally friendly products in King and Snohomish Counties, Building Design *

Washington. This project is the nation’s first Energy Star- #3

rated rental housing development with tankless heating Provides Range

. ; of Housing Types *
systems and front-loading washers and dryers. Approxi- 9 vp
mately 10 percent of the rental units are Breathe Easy® #4 Erec:mhoggﬁh\év:éléable N
homes, designed and built for asthma sufferers. 9

#5 Exhibits a Distinct
The site occupies 10 percent of the watershed of Sense of Place *
Seat’gle’s most sigr_1ificant salr_n_on stream. The old public #6 Preserves Open Space *
housing site contributed significant amounts of polluted i -
. #7 Utilizes Existing

runoff to the nearby stream. The new development in- Development v
cluded a new natural drainage system under the entire i i
site—the nation’s largest. Now, water entering the stream #8 ELOS’i'Cdeess Transportation y

from High Point is as clean as if it had percolated through _ :
a natural meadow—despite more than doubling the #9 Practices Fair

development’s density. Decision-making *
o . ) . #10 Promotes Stakeholder
The award-winning design of High Point addresses so- Participation *

cial sustainability by involving residents, connecting the

site to surrounding neighborhoods, and mixing uses and

incomes. The resident design committee met bi-weekly and participated in the design of build-
ings and open space. The new development includes new parks, a public library and health
clinic, and retail space to come in 2009. The mixed-income neighborhood is comprised of 50/50
ratio of rental and owner-occupied units. The redevelopment has increased low-income housing
opportunities by 43 percent. Additionally, owner-occupied units have sold for up to 50 percent
above Seattle’s median home prices, representing a growing desire to live in this once blighted
community.

"The community is being built for the residents, not for the housing authority and not for the
architects. It is being built with the opinion of the community.”

— LaVonne Conquest, a longtime High Point resident
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Additional Smart Growth Initiatives can be found at www.smartgrowth.org.
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